
 

 

 

 

The  
Gordon 

Our mission is to assure high levels of learning for all students. 
The Gordon Way: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Build Community! 

 

 

 

Important Reminders. 

 

Change in end of day plans:  

If you need to make a change of 

plans during the school day 

please call the office by 3:30 

PM to ensure your  

student receives the new pick up 

information. For Safety reasons 

NO end of day changes will be 

made after 3:35 PM.  

 
Monday, Jan. 18th is 

Martin Luther King Day. 

There is no school. 

 

Thursday, Jan. 21st is Family 

Reading Night  6-7 pm  

 

Thursday, Jan. 28th: Spirit Day 

Theme TBD 

 

Friday, Jan. 29th is a Profession-

al Development Day for teachers. 

There is no school for students and 

the Gordon office will be closed. 

 

Friday, Feb. 12th is a Non-

Student Day. There is no school. 

 

Hello Families! 

 

Welcome back! 

 

Amazing, isn’t it, how fast kids grow!  Students look like they’ve grown    

several inches in the last three weeks!   

 

Before our winter break, our office fielded a few calls with questions about 

health related concerns and reporting.  Over the next few newsletters, we 

will share pertinent information regarding typical health issues that children 

may or may not experience. In this issue, our school nurse has included  in-

formation regarding head lice (the little buggers!) and information regarding 

children’s health.  

 

I am also including a helpful link which lists notifiable conditions for the 

state of Washington.  It’s a rich resource for other health related information 

as well. 

 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/

NotifiableConditions/ListofNotifiableConditions 

 

Here’s to a safe and healthy 2016! 

 

Regards, 

Karen Tollefson 

Principal           
Gordon K-5                                                                                                                      
Options K-8       

   Want to know more about what is  

going on at Gordon Elementary? 

 Find & like us on Facebook! 

Richard Gordon Elementary 

www.facebook.com 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/NotifiableConditions/ListofNotifiableConditions
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/NotifiableConditions/ListofNotifiableConditions


Counselor’s Corner   

Rick Goudzwaard 

 

We’re off to a new year which marks an opportunity for new possibilities & commitments to make our family life 

all it can be.  I found the following article interesting especially for those of you who might have a strong-willed 

child in your family (written by Jim Fay, founder of the Love and Logic Institute) 

 

"How are your kids?" I asked a good friend. 

  

She responded wryly, "Oh, the oldest is as easy as she's always been…but the youngest is still bent on 

world domination." 

  

Oh, the perils of parenthood! None are greater than the lull created when a peacemaking tot comes along 

first, deluding us into believing that we actually know what we are doing; then comes the one who brings 

our knees to the ground. 

  

What can we do if we have at least one child who attempts to dominate the entire family? 

  

Some tips: 

  

Avoid getting on the same level 

  

Kids with this personality will do a variety of things to bring us down to their level…or actually reverse the 

roles. These include arguing, nasty looks, passive resistance, etc. Remember: If a child can pull me into a 

debate or argument, I am no longer the parent. 

  

Establish privacy boundaries 

  

These children feel entitled to be involved in every conversation and every activity. When they aren't, they 

create chaos to bring the focus back to them. "This is our time" or "This is a private conversation between 

your mom and me" or "You may stay with us as long as you aren't interrupting" are very important bound-

aries. 

  

Let your authority outlast theirs 

  

Many children train their parents to stop setting and enforcing expectations. They do so by arguing, 

screaming, or yelling every time a limit is set or something is asked of them. No matter how difficult it may 

be, please show them that you will remain loving and strong. You'll never regret this. 

  

Don't allow them to smell blood in the water 

  

These kids can sniff out any type of division between their parents or their parents and the school. When 

they do, they'll use it to create chaos and to dominate the situation. Never let them turn their problem into 

a problem between you and someone else. 

  

Fortunately, bright and strong-willed kids will remain bright and strong-willed kids. While we can't change 

their basic personalities, we can up the odds that they'll use their great passion and perseverance for 

good 





            
 Project Connect Cold Weather Clothing Drive 

 
For the last five years the Middle School Options class has participated in Project Connect, a 
community led project that helps the homeless, and people in need throughout the winter. 
This year our class is leading a cold weather clothing drive. 
 
We are collecting: 

   Hats                                                      
   Coats           
    Warm shoes                                             
   Scarves 
   Gloves 
   Sleeping bags 
 

And other winter clothing and gear for all ages, including infants. 
 
Please wash ALL items before donating and place in boxes located at main entrances around 

the school! 
 
We will be collecting the boxes January 22nd, if you would like to donate please have all of 

your items in by this date. 
 
Boxes will be out on Monday.  
 
Thank you for supporting those in need! 
 
 ~The Middle School Options class 
  



P.E. with Mr. B 

 
Welcome Back!   

 

I hope you all had a happy and healthy winter break.  So far this year in PE we have focused on many of our 

learning targets which are posted on the wall in the gym.  Since the grade levels I teach include Kindergarten 

through Eighth, although the concepts may be quite similar, the instructional methods vary quite a bit.   At 

all grade levels we work on: being nice to each other, following the rules of the activity, good sportsmanship, 

working as a team member, active participation, and listening to teacher cues.  

 

As you may have noticed the school’s master schedule allows some classes to experience PE once a week 

while others have it two times a week. That schedule changes periodically throughout the year, Quarter, Tri-

mester, and Semester.  Some classes are receiving extra PE during their 20 minute lunch recess on a rotating 

basis.  That being said the schedule determines how much your student was able to partake in the following 

activities. 

 

Over the first quarter of the school year we have covered throwing and catching various items, a variety of 

dances, floor hockey, a variety of stretches and exercises, rope skipping, tag games, as well as other games 

and activities.    

 

In the month of January we will continue to focus on four components of fitness including; cardiorespiratory 

(jogging, prolonged physical activity), flexibility (stretching), muscular strength (push-ups, crunches, climb-

ing rock wall), muscular endurance (trying to continue even though you may want to stop). 

 

We will also begin to work on basketball skills that involve both large and small motor skills and include 

many of our learning targets such as; dribbling a ball, passing a ball (throwing and catching), working to-

gether cooperatively, and shooting skills.  As always we continue to work on learning targets such as sports-

manship, following directions, working cooperatively, and playing games without stopping. 

 

On a final note you may have read about the “hoe down” in last month’s newsletter. This was an activity  

initiated by one of the Options parents.  They have many social events together.  I was asked to come to the 

school one evening and “call dances” and I agreed to do so.  It looked like everyone had a great time dancing 

and eating pie.  If a parent would like to organize something like this in the future I would be happy to come 

and call the dances! 

 

It has been a successful start to the year with many more fun-filled activities to follow.   

 

Until next month! 

Mr. “B” 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
The North Kitsap School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. Questions or complaints of alleged discrimination can be directed to the district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Compliance Officer Chris Willits, 
Assistant Superintendent, cwillits@nkschools.org (360) 396-3003 and /or the ADA and 504 Coordinator, Lori Kingery, Assistant Director of Special Education, lking-
ery@nkschools.org (360) 396-3072; address - 18360 Caldart Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370. 



PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Supports)  

 
Our first trimester of the 2015-2016 school year went by very quickly, and we got up and    running 

with the initial stages here at Gordon with our new PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Supports) 

framework. This framework supports a positive and safe learning environment for all of our students.  

 

The seven Core Principles of PBIS are: 

We can effectively teach appropriate behavior to all children.  
Intervene early.  
Use of a multi-tier model of service delivery.  
Use research-based, scientifically validated interventions to the extent available.  
Monitor student progress to inform interventions. 
Use data to make decisions. 
Use assessment for three different purposes.  
 

Our four school-wide behavior expectations are: Be safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and (my fa-

vorite) Build Community. These expectations are continually referenced in classrooms as well as all 

over the school in what we call “common areas”-places everyone uses such as the hallways and Ex-

plorer Café. 

 

Adults make efforts to reinforce student behaviors with a minimum of four instances of positive feed-

back to one corrective feedback. Our staff and parents were surveyed about what kinds of celebrations 

they would like to see in our building, and students will also be involved in deciding and even plan-

ning some of them! 

 

The great news is we are collecting data on office referrals and getting staff feedback too. Office refer-

rals have gone down overall since we started PBIS, and several staff members have noticed and com-

mented on a marked difference between last year and this year with many behaviors in the school, 

such as noise levels in the hallways.  

 

All of this great stuff helps us achieve our goals of less time in the office=more time learning, and 

maintaining a positive learning community. 

 

At home you can reinforce our efforts and help your child internalize the school expectations by dis-

cussing how things that happen outside of school fit in to “The Four B’s” from Gordon Elementary. 

 

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact me any time! You can also learn more 

about this framework at the pbis.org website.  

 

Go Gordon Explorers!      

 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Rosenbach 

Academic and Behavior Intervention Coach 

Gordon Elementary and Pearson Elementary 

                                                                                                   





Happy New Year!  

 
It’s that time of year when illnesses increase and folks get sick. Please be aware and keep 

yourself and your family safe and healthy.  

 

Prevention is key to staying healthy and keeping the bugs at bay. Handwashing is the number one deterrent to 

germs and the spread of disease. Be sure to wash your hands often and thoroughly for at least 15 seconds. 

Singing the alphabet through one time takes about that long. Also, if you haven’t already done so, make sure 

to get your flu shots.  

 

Finally, if your kids are sick or showing signs of being sick, please keep them home! Here are some guidelines 

of when to keep your kids home from school: 

 

 Fever (100 degrees or greater): Students must stay home until fever-free for 24 hours without the use of  

fever reducing medication. 

 Diarrhea: (considered as more than twice in a 24 hour period) Student must stay home until no loose stools  

for 24 hours, unless other symptoms are also present (fever, vomiting, pain). 

 Vomiting: Student must stay home until he/she can tolerate a normal diet without vomiting for 24 hours. 

 Influenza: (considered fever with one or more of the following): body aches, chills, sore throat, and/or 

cough. Student must be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 Rashes: Students with rash accompanied by fever or other signs of illness must be evaluated by their 

health care provider and cleared to return to school.  

 

Some of the more common infections we may see in schools and/or day care settings are listed below. These 

are common occurrences in all communities so please be diligent with checking your child for symptoms and 

keeping them home: 

 

 Influenza (the flu)-see above 

 Impetigo (bacterial infection (strep or staph)- blisters may be present and if they are open and draining 

(wet), they should be covered. If child has a fever, they must stay home for 24 hours. Lesions are consid-

ered infectious until antibiotic treatment has administered for 24 hours. If the lesions can be covered, are 

already dry, and/or there is no fever present, the student may remain in school.  

 Hand, foot and mouth disease-(virus), spread like a cold, through secretions from cough, sneeze, and also 

through stool. Children may return to school when fever free and fever is the first symptom seen.  

 

These are just a few of the many potential conditions that are common in school-age children. Please   keep an 

eye out for fever and other symptoms and keep your child home for fever and/or rashes for at least 24 hours. 

Contact your health care provider to get definitive diagnoses if you suspect illness in your child.  

 

For further questions about illnesses your student may be experiencing, contact your school’s nurse or call our 

health services office at 396-3048. 

  



 

Head Lice Information: 

 
Unfortunately, head lice in school-aged children are a common occurrence in         

communities throughout the country, and our district is no exception. Although the 

likelihood of contracting head lice while in the school setting is very low, it is helpful 

to follow some guidelines to minimize the risk. There are some simple steps that you can take at home to 

drastically reduce the number of cases seen in our district each year. Spending 5-15 minutes inspecting 

your child weekly throughout the school year for the presence of head lice would make a huge difference. 

 

The following procedure is recommended for inspecting your child for head lice: 

 Under a bright light begin looking at your child’s head starting with the area just above the back of  

      the neck. 

 Part the hair into small sections and look closely for head lice or nits (eggs).  Head lice are about the  

      size of a sesame seed.  Nits are tiny, gray or whitish and attached firmly to the hair shaft near the  

      scalp. 

 If you find live lice on your child’s head, start treatment as soon as possible.  Your local pharmacist  

      or family physician can recommend appropriate treatment options. 

 Please notify the office staff at your child’s school.  Your child can return to school the day after  

      treatment, but please stop by the office with your child for a head check before returning to the class- 

      room. We respect the privacy of all families and can ONLY contact those families of students we, at 

      school, have found to have nits or live lice. Letters to families stating that a student in their child’s  

      class has been found to have lice may be sent home as a courtesy. It is important to inspect your child  

      weekly for the presence of lice as it can be a common occurrence in school aged children. Inspect the 

      entire family for head lice and treat those affected. 

 

Here is some information on lice: 

 

 Lice do not fly or hop- they can only crawl. Nits (eggs) are not transmissible. 

 Lice cannot reproduce off of a human head and can only live off of a head for 24-48 hours. 

 Nits found further than ¼ of an inch away from the scalp are not viable and will likely not hatch. 

 Lice are transmitted through head-to-head contact and by direct sharing of brushes, combs, hats, etc.  

     (although inanimate object transmission is rare). 

 Lice are not associated with one’s cleanliness nor do they produce other infectious processes. 

      “No nit (and sometimes ‘no live louse’)” policies are discouraged by the American Academy of  

      Pediatrics and several school systems throughout the country have eliminated or modified these  

      policies. 

 

North Kitsap School District has adopted a no live lice protocol.  Our management protocol is based on 

the Harvard School of Public Health which provides an evidence based management plan for public 

schools. More information can be found on the Harvard School of Public Health website at https://

identify.us.com/idmybug/head-lice/head-lice-FAQS. or the Center for Disease Control website at http://

www.cdc.gov/lice.  

 

If you have further questions, please contact our Health Services Office at 396-3048.  

 

https://identify.us.com/idmybug/head-lice/head-lice-FAQS
https://identify.us.com/idmybug/head-lice/head-lice-FAQS
http://www.cdc.gov/lice
http://www.cdc.gov/lice


NKSD Mission Statement 

 
 North Kitsap School District in partnership with the community, will provide an  academically  challenging educational  pro-

gram to meet the diverse needs of all students in a safe, nurturing  environment  and empower them to  be competent,  creative,  

compassionate, and contributing 

 citizens. 

 

North Kitsap School District   

18360 Caldart Ave. NE 

Poulsbo, WA 98370 

(360) 396-3000 

  

School Phone Number: 396-3800      

Fax Number: 396-3950             

Attendance Number: 396-3803  

January 2016 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  Early Release Day 

every Wednesday 

All Schools 

Elementary 3 pm 

 1   

Winter Break 

No School 

4 5 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

6 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

7 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

8 

11 12 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

 

13 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

 

14 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

NK School Board 

Mtg. 6 pm 

15 

18 

Martin Luther 

King Day—No 

School 

19 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

20 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

21   

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Family Reading Night   

6-7 pm 

22 

25 26 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

27 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

28 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

NK School Board 

Mtg. 6 pm 

29 

Grading/PD Day— 

No School 

     






